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All graphics are composed of one or more graphic design elements. These are components such as color, type and images, as opposed to design principles such as balance, focal point and use of white space. Not all parts incorporate all the elements; for example, lines and shapes can provide a balance without a photo. ALFRED PASIEKA / Getty Images From ancient pictograms to modern logos, shapes
are the origin of design. They can be geometric (squares, triangles, circles) or organic and free (anything t all). They can have soft curves, sharp angles, and anything in between. Shapes are the workhorses of graphics, which allows you to establish layouts. Create patterns. Focus on parts of a page. Set boundaries by connecting or separating parts of the page. Create movement and flow, directing the eye
from one element to another. Interact to create additional items, for example, by creating a form using text on a page. With graphics software such as Adobe Illustrator, Photoshop and the free GIMP, it's easier than ever to create and manipulate shapes. Ralf Hiemisch / Getty Images Lines divide space, direct the eye and create shapes. At their most basic level, the straight lines in layouts separate content,
as in magazines and newspapers, and on websites. Designers can go much further, of course, with curved, dotted and zigzag lines used as determining elements and as a basis for illustrations and graphics. Graphic specialists frequently combine lines with type. A common technique is to use an implicit line to drive other elements along its path, such as the type on a curve. Jorg Greuel/Getty Images Color
evokes a deep emotion, and a designer can apply to any other element. The uses of color are almost infinite; for example, color can make an image stand out, help convey information, focus on a point, improve meaning, and indicate related text on a website. Color theory, in part, is based on the color wheel, something we all saw in school with its primary colors red, yellow and blue and their relationships
with each other. The use of color requires an understanding of more than just mixing them, however; color properties such as hue, shadow, tone, hue, saturation and value combine in various color patterns, for example, CMYK (called subtractive model) and RGB, an additive model. CSA Images/Getty Images In graphic design, the goal is not simply to place text on a page, but rather to and use it effectively
to achieve the parts' goals. Fonts (character fonts), size, alignment, color and spacing all come into play. Typefaces are usually divided into type families, such as Times and Helvetica. Designers also use the type to create shapes and images, communicate an atmosphere (hot, cold, happy, sad), and evoke a style (modern, classic, feminine, masculine) and that's just for starters. Understanding type is an
art in itself; in fact, some designers are exclusively dedicated to font design. This requires expert knowledge of standard terms such as kerning (the space between letters), leading (the space between the lines), and tracking (the overall space between the type on a page). In addition, the type has its own anatomy that designers need to understand to design with fonts effectively. Chris Clor/Getty Images A
powerful image can make or break a design. Photographs, illustrations and works of art tell stories, support ideas, evoke emotion and attract public attention. Photos often play a big role in branding, so their selection is important. Some graphic designers create this work on their own. A designer can also commission an artist or photographer, or buy photos in one of the many photo houses. Manuel Breva
Colmeiro/Getty Images Texture can be tactile (the actual surface of a design) or visual. In the first case, a viewer can feel the texture physically, making it different from other elements of the design. The paper and materials used in the packaging design create this texture. In the second case, style involves texture. Rich, layered graphics can create a visual texture that reflects the actual texture or creates the
overall impression. The texture can be applied to any other element of a design. It can make the text appear in three dimensions, flowery, cast or shredded. The texture can make a photograph as smooth as glass or jump like a mountain range. In fact, texture is part of all graphic designs because everything has a surface, whether physical or perceived. The skilled designer combines these elements in a
way that contrasts and complements itself to help the piece achieve the ultimate goal: send a message, create an emotion, and/or provoke the action. Thank you for let us know! Tell us why! The use of free graphic design models will never be the first choice for work designers; you're always going to want to create your own designs from scratch. Sometimes, however, the pressure of delays can become a
bit much, and you need a template to at least take care of heavy lifting and put everything in place before applying your own magic in Photoshop CC.Even if you don't intend to use them, having a library of templates to browse can be a good way to focus your thinking if you have trouble getting acquainted with a commission. There are many places where you can find free graphic design models; here's our
choice of the trendiest portfolio models.10001. Template.netTemplate.net has loads of free designs alongside its paid options (Image Credit: Template.net)Template.net has a vast library of over 100,000 ready-to-use designs, documents and models for little every situation imaginable, that you can access for a $9-a-month subscription. It does, however, provide a much smaller selection of free models with a
wide range of applications; you will need to sign up for a free account to download them, and a quick scan by what is on offer should tell you if it's worth it.02. StockLayoutsStockLayouts free models are all about rather than quantity (Image Credit: StockLayouts)Another company providing high-end graphic design models for all occasions, StockLayouts models can be purchased in one go and there are also
subscription options available. And to give you a taste of his work, he has a small collection of free models - 38 to be precise - to download. Whether you find a brochure, a restaurant menu, a business card or something else entirely, you'll probably find something to download and customize.03 PSDgraphicsCome to PSDgraphics if you don't mind a quiet hunt through random things (Image Credit:
PSDgraphics)The collection of free models at PSDGraphics is not the place to go if you need something in a hurry; everything is organized at random, and you'll probably have to scroll through a lot of pages before you find something that suits a specific need. However, it is ideal for navigating through and looking for things that you might find useful at a later date; There are all kinds of weird and wonderful
models on display, all free for personal use. If you want to use something commercially there is a quite reasonable fee of $4 per item.04. PNGtreePNGtree is surprisingly well stocked with PSD (Image Credit: PNGtree)Do not be put off by the name; there's more to PNGtree than PNG files. Although it does indeed have a whole stack of PNGs to download, it also has a healthy collection of graphic design
models in PSD format, ready to download and customize. Thousands of models of flyers and posters are available, not to mention brochure templates, certificates and invitations; with so much on offer you would do well to use its search function to reduce things a bit before you start scrolling through what's on offer.05 FreePSDfilesFrePSDfiles has quite a load of its own creations on offer (Image Credit:
FreePSDfiles)The library of free graphics models at FreePSDfiles is not vast, but it creates most of its own resources - as well as link to other resources it likes - and the quality is usually quite large. Among its free templates, you'll find brochures, summaries and business cards that are all free for personal and commercial use, and they come in the form of superimposed PSD files that you can easily
customize. And in addition to the models, you'll also find a good selection of ready-to-use models, graphics, icons and more.06. BestBusinessCard.netFor business card templates, you will be well served here (Image Credit: BestBusinessCard)There are many places online to download free business card templates; have a good chance of finding something that suits your BestBusinessCard.net needs,
however. It has a beautiful selection of patterns in all kinds of styles, from minimal designs straight through to stunning floral and watercolor creations; Be sure to read the instructions before downloading, as it protects its files by password07. PixedenThere are not many free free at Pixeden, but they're all worth a visit (Image Credit: Pixeden) Pixeden's selection of free graphic designs is a small but well-
formed collection of print-oriented designs. There are 22 on offer, covering the resumes, flyers, business cards and more, and they are all formatted into CMYK ready to print at 300 DPI. They are free of royalties for use in personal and commercial projects.08 CanvaCanva is packed with models to customize online (Image Credit: Canva)Finally, Canva is a little different as it is an online design tool rather
than a library, but its basic version is free to use - premium price starts at $9.95 per month - and gives you access to a library of more than 8,000 models that you can customize and build in your own designs. No matter what work you've lined up, you're required to find a template to fit the bill, and Canva's tools make it easy to turn into something that fits your creative vision. Related articles:
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